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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 05452 
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TAGS: ETRD, OECD, UK 

SUBJECT: THE UK AND THE OECD TRADE PLEDGE 

REF: LONDON 4767 

1. BRITISH OFFICIALS WILL TRY TO GET A DECISION 

FROM THEIR MINISTERS ON THE UK'S APPROACH TO THE OECD 
TRADE PLEDGE BEFORE THE APRIL 25 MEETING OF THE ECS 
ARTICLE 113 COMMITTEE. 

2. ERIC WRIGHT (ASSISTANT SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF 
TRADE) EXPECTS THAT THE MINISTERS WILL ACCEPT THE 
APPROACH THAT HAS BEEN WORKED OUT AT THE OFFICIAL 
LEVEL, WHICH HE DESCRIBED AT FOLLOWS: IDEALLY, THE UK 
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A COMMITMENT THAT COUNTRIES IN BALANCE-OF-PAYMENTS 
SURPLUS SHOULD DO THEIR UTMOST TO SUSTAIN DOMESTIC 
DEMAND IN ORDER TO EASE THE PROBLEMS OF DEFICIT 
COUNTRIES. THE BRITISH RECOGNIZE, HOWEVER, THAT OTHER 
OECD MEMBERS DO NOT WANT TO BEGIN TAMPERING WITH THE 
TEXT OF THE PLEDGE ITSELF. WHAT THE UK WILL PROPOSE, 
THEREFORE, IS THAT THE SURPLUS-COUNTRY COMMITMENT 
SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPHS THAT 
WILL PRECEDE THE PLEDGE. 

3. IF THEY CANNOT GET IT INTO THE INTRODUCTION, THEIR 
NEXT CHOICE WOULD BE TO INCLUDE THE COMMITMENT IN THE 
COMMUNIQUE OF THE OECD MINISTERIAL MEETING OR, FAILING 
THAT, TO INCORPORATE IT IN THE MEETING'S MINUTES. 

4. THE BRITISH WILL NOT BE SATISFIED WITH A UNI- 
LATERAL STATEMENT OF THEIR OWN ON THIS POINT. THEY 
WANT SOME FORM OF COMMITMENT BY THE OECD AS A WHOLE. 

5. SEEING SIR DONALD MAITLAND, FCO, TODAY ON OTHER 
BUSINESS, WE REMARKED THAT IF THE BRITISH WANT SOME- 
THING IN REGARD TO OBLIGATIONS OF SURPLUS COUNTRIES 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRADE PLEDGE, THEY SHOULD LET 
OTHERS KNOW WHAT THEY WANT AND DISCUSS THE MATTER IN 
ADVANCE. MAITLAND AGREED. 

RICHARDSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LOBBYING, IMPORT CONTROLS, MINISTERIAL MEETINGS, BALANCE OF PAYMENTS DEFICITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 APR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MartinML 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LONDON05452 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 26-0231 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750463/aaaacgbf.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 LONDON 4767 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MartinML 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 APR 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <17 SEP 2003 by MartinML> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THE UK AND THE OECD TRADE PLEDGE 
TAGS: ETRD, UK, OECD 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



